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enterprise; it is possible, moreover, for a working-
party to sit round a comfortable fire to do needlework.
Needlework as an industry in the Voluntary Homes
of London at present takes second place in importance.
That it can be made a profitable pursuit is indicated
by the fact that one very large Voluntary Agency,
dealing with social work of many kinds, makes an
annual profit of over ^30,000 from the needlework
industry at its Homes all over the country.

More varied industrial occupations than those at
present adopted would seem to be possible and
desirable, but the inauguration of these would need to
be undertaken by experts on the subject; many
unexpected difficulties are liable to confront uninformed
efforts.

At those Homes where no industrial occupation is
available the girls must necessarily be kept occupied
upon other duties. At almost every Home they are
expected to do at least a part of the housework. In
the Maternity Homes, of course, the women, before
confinement, are unable to do very much hard work,
while afterwards their time is largely monopolized by
the care of the babies; for this reason a larger staff is
needed at Maternity Homes.

There are certainly some Homes where the
occupants do not appear to be kept sufficiently
employed, and where the domestic staff appears to
be in excess of the needs of the Home. At one
institution it was found that the staff exceeded in
number the inmates normally accommodated; this was
a most exceptional instance.

At most Homes the girls are found willing to assist
in the work of the house, and sometimes anxious to
learn how to cook, wait at table, or do other work that
may be useful to them later on.